
 

1 

 

KMCPC Members: 

  Vince Carahaly, Chair 

  Heather Ricketts, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 
Veronica McKissack, County Commissioner Liaison 

John Gisler, Commissioner Liaison Alternate 

  Joel Amos 
Sandra Bliesener 

Steven Cook 

Kathy Eickholt 
Sean Flora 

Rebecca LaDuca  

  Karl Westra 
 

Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Special Meeting of Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 7 pm 

to hold Public Hearings of Amendment 1 & 2 to the 

Kalamazoo County Solid Waste Management Plan 

 

PLACE OF MEETING: Electronic via Zoom due to Covid-19 pandemic 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vince Carahaly, Heather Ricketts, Sean Flora, Steven Cook, 

Rebecca LaDuca, Martin Janssen, John Gisler, Kathy Eickholt  

 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Karl Westra, Sandra Bliesener/Veronica McKissack, Joel Amos 

 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, KMCPC staff; Rachael Grover, County technical 

support for the Zoom meeting; Lisa Henthorn, Deputy County 

Administrator - External Services 

 Several public. 

  

I. Call to Order 

Chair Carahaly called the electronic meeting held via Zoom to order at 7:02 pm and stated 

that the meeting is recorded. 

  

II. Roll Call 

. 

Roll call with location by Chair Carahaly: 

Vince Carahaly – Richland Township, Kalamazoo County 

Heather Ricketts – Comstock Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

Sean Flora – Mackinac Island, Michigan  

Steven Cook – Oshtemo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

Rebecca LaDuca – City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County 

Martin Janssen – Cooper Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 

John Gisler (alt.) – Pavilion Township, Kalamazoo County 

Kathy Eickholt – Cooper Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 
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All in Michigan. 

 

Sarah Osborne - Saline, Washtenaw County, Michigan (assisting with legal questions as 

needed) 

 

III. Members Excused/Absent 

Karl Westra, Sandra Bliesener/Veronica McKissack, Joel Amos 

 

IV. Additions, deletions or changes to the Agenda 

NA 

 

V. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Mr. Cook, seconded by Mr. Janssen. Chair Carahaly asked for any objections 

to the agenda. With no objections, the Chair stated that the agenda was approved by 

unanimous consent. 

  

VI. Approval of Minutes 

Deferred to next regularly scheduled meeting of KMCPC. 

 

VII. Public Comment (3 minutes each) 

No public comments 

 

VIII. Items 

 

1. Public Hearing for Amendment 1 to Kalamazoo County Solid Waste Management Plan. 

a) Open Public Hearing for Amendment 1: Waste Not Recycling LLC 

Chair Carahaly opened the Public Hearing for Amendment 1. 

 

b) Description of Amendment 1 by Staff 

Staff gave a brief overview of Amendment 1. The applicant is Waste Not Recycling 

LLC proposing to construct a recycling center for construction waste at the southeast 

corner of Nichols Road and Ravine Road in Kalamazoo Township. They would also 

receive municipal household waste from smaller trucks and would sort and haul non-

recyclable materials to a landfill. Investing 4 million dollars in the construction and 

create about 20 jobs. Divert materials from landfills and promote recycling.  

 

Ms. Eickholt asked if the applicants had provided any information regarding potential 

odor and noise issues with the facility. Staff mentioned it had been discussed during 

other discussions of the project but could not provide details on how those issues 

would be addressed, stating that an answer might be expected during public comment. 

 

c) Public Comment (3 minutes each) 

Public Comment #1 by Grant Schertzing, attorney with Miller & Johnson, 

representing Waste Not Recycling.  

Gave a brief outline of the project. Mentioned that the closest building materials 
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recycling facility is 100 miles away, not cost effective. The new facility would sort 

and sell reusable materials and take the remainder to landfills. Facility designed to 

minimize the adverse effects to the neighbors. Transfer and recycling activities will 

take place in an enclosed building to minimizing noise, odors, debris. Parking lot will 

be paved to minimize dust. Benefits: keeping re-usable materials closer to home, 

increase tax base, creating new jobs, providing investment, more support for LEED 

certification in Kalamazoo County, which encourages all types of reductions in 

energy use. Over 200 letters were received by Kalamazoo Township Planning 

Commission in support of the project. Developer is currently addressing the 

conditions that were put on the site plan approval by the Kalamazoo Township 

Planning Commission, including concerns about noise and odors mentioned earlier in 

the meeting. In order to receive an operating permit from EGLE, the site has to be in 

the County Solid Waste Management Plan, therefore the application for amendment 

has been submitted to include it in the Plan. The amendment would be referencing 

siting procedure, transfer stations, processing procedure, solid waste collection 

providers, and drop off programs. If the amendment is approved, the developer can 

apply for construction permit and ultimately break ground on the project. 

 

Public Comment #2 by Brian. 

Lives in City of Kalamazoo and is known as the “trash pastor.” Picks up trash along 

the roads. The project struck a chord with him as an investment of a lot of money in 

recycling, and secondly an opportunity to create 20 jobs. He applauds the developer 

for doing this. He tries to advocate for people that are making the situation with trash 

better and help the environment for the next generations. As a citizen and community 

member he wants to express his support for the project. 

 

Public Comment #3 by David Rachowicz, Director of Kalamazoo County Parks & 

Expo Center. 

Has provided written comments to the SWMPC regarding the project. His concerns 

are not based on the merits of the project, which he supports, or the location of the 

project, but are focused on the potential impact on the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail 

(KRVT). The 2206 Nichols Rd property does not have road frontage on Ravine Road. 

The site plan shows the north line of the property as the south line of the former 

Michigan Central Railroad. The former railroad property is owned by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources. The property was purchased with a Natural 

Resources Trust Fund grant for recreational use for State residents. Kalamazoo 

County leased the property to construct the KRVT in 2008. The planned driveway 

across the trail raises several concerns: trucks turning in and out of the site will pose a 

risk for trail users due to pure sightline visibility. No necessity for a drive on Ravine 

Road since there is already drive access from Nichols Road. Increasing safety for 

vehicle traffic by moving the drive to Ravine Road does it at the cost of the safety of 

the non-motorized and pedestrian trail users. The proposed site plan is inconsistent 

with the plan that was approved by the Kalamazoo Township Planning Commission 

approval: it does not show the setbacks from the northern property line to the trail, 

and the landscaping and other elements have been removed. Some safety concerns 
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still remains. Location of the scale house and scale could create a backup that could 

block the trail. Ultimately the State has to grant an easement for this project to 

proceed with the new drive. That has not yet occurred. The County Board of 

Commissioners will also have to approve the plan amendment before it moves 

forward. It is up to the County Commissioners to decide if the Kalamazoo County 

Preservation and Natural Resource Protection Policy applies in this case. These 

comments have been provided in written form as well. 

 

Public Comment #4 Harry Bennical, owner of 3315 Ravine Road, adjacent property 

to the proposed recycling plant. 

Speaks in favor of the project. Has been in business for 15 years. Before Mr. Mulder 

purchased the property, it was an eyesore, filled with junk. Mr. Mulder cleaned it up 

and made it look nice. Recycling center is a benefit to the community. When Mr. 

Bennical’s business remodeled, there was much waste that was taken to landfill. If 

there was a recycling center it would benefit the community and avoid filling the 

landfills. His liquor store has traffic going across the trail, and they have not had any 

incidence with it. Did not think it would be a problem with the proposed facility. 

 

d) Close Public hearing for Amendment. 

With no more public comments, Chair Carahaly closed the public hearing for 

Amendment 1. 

 

2. Public Hearing for Amendment 2 Kalamazoo County Solid Waste Management Plan. 

a) Open Public Hearing for Amendment 2: Best Way Disposal, Inc 

Chair Carahaly opened the Public Hearing for Amendment 2. 

 

b) Description of Amendment 2 by Staff. 

Staff gave a brief overview of Amendment 2 requested by Best Way Disposal, Inc at 

their Miller Road facility. It is currently included in the County’s Solid Waste 

Management Plan. Seek to enlarge the boundaries of the operation of the facility, 

currently activities are only allowed within the building footprint. They would like to 

increase the area allowed for their activities to cover all the property that they own at 

the site, which is 9.5 acres. The facility is listed as a solid waste collection service 

provider, it uses the Miller Rd transfer station and Orchard Hill landfill as a disposal 

facility, no changes expected there. Little or no adverse effects on the neighboring 

properties if allowed to expand as necessary benefit the community. By expanding 

the footprint they would be able to seamlessly incorporate processing and recycling at 

this facility as needed and remain at their site and not move away in order to expand. 

 

c) Public Comment (3 minutes each) 

Public Comment # 1 Michael Balkema, representing Best Way Disposal. 

Mentioned that staff already covered what is sought in the amendment: to expand the 

boundaries to include both parcels, as well as include sorting and processing into the 

plan. He is available to answer any questions.  
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d) Close Public Hearing for Amendment 2 

With no more public comments, Chair Carahaly closed the public hearing for 

Amendment 2. 

 

(KMCPC member Bliesener now in attendance) 

 

IX. Other 

No items 

 

X. Board member Comments 

Mr. Gisler asked if the two amendments are mutually exclusive. Staff responded that these 

are two independent amendments, both could be approved or denied, or one denied and the 

other approved. They happened to be submitted about the same time and the public review 

processes are running concurrently. 

 

Mr. Cook mentioned that he hears Brian’s concerns and also picks trash along roads when 

he can. 

 

Ms. LaDuca please to have more recycling options. 

 

Ms. Eickholt mentioned that both proposals would be good for the County. The only 

concerns is the location of the Waste Not Recycling project. It is located at the base of the 

hill and noise and odors tend to move upwards. Would the people living above the site 

potentially be bothered by noise or odors. Especially transferring waste from smaller trucks 

to larger trucks would be inherently noisy and messy processes that may be unpleasant to 

live by. 

 

Mr. Janssen says more discussion may be needed but is looking forward to someone 

pioneering additional recycling options. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

Motion by Mr. Janssen, seconded by Ms. Bliesener made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Mr. Gisler mentioned that the County had closed on the purchase of the former Rota-Kiwan 

Boy Scout property. 

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next KMCPC regularly scheduled meeting: April 1, 2021 at 7 pm. 


